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September 24, 2022

Arkansas Independent Citizens Commission
c/o Arkansas Auditor of State

State Capitol Building

500 Woaodlane Street, Suite 230

Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Sirs/Madam:

Arkansas State District Court Judges respectfully request a salary
increase totaling an increase of 7%, 2% given in February, 2022, by Governor
Hutchinson and an additional 5% given by the Governor in May of this year,
This would mean that state district judges will be afforded the same pay
increase as state employees.

Thank you for your work on behalf of Arkansans!
Sincerely,

oed tarrod

Reid Harrod, President f@
Arkansas District Judges Council



ARKANSAS JUDICIAL COUNCIL, INC

UsTICE AU MG

LITTLE ROCK ARKAMSAS 7220

June 27,2022

Independent Citizens Commissian

State of Arkansas

State Capital Buliding

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Re: Request of Arkansas fudickl Coundi

Dear Commissioners:
| write thic latter as the President of the Arkansas Judicial Council. Members of the Arkansas ludicial

Council Include our state's circult court judges [126), judges of the Arkansas Court of Appeals (12), and
Justices of the Arkansas Supreme Court 7).

| have been authorized by the Council’s Board of Directors to request a cost-of-Hying adjustment for our
state court judges, Governor Hutchinson granted a 2% wage increase for all state employees in
February, citing record inflationary pressures due 1o the pandemlic. In May, Governor Hutchinsen alsa
authorized state agencies to use an additional 5% of their total payroll costs for merit raises for
employees, again citing the rising costs of living,

Over the last few years, the Commission has done an excellent job acknowledging the hard work of our
state's judges. Judges and their staffs deal with difficult situations with Individuals facing a varlety of
problems. We feel our respanse during the pandemic has been exemplary. We often put our own
health at risk to ensure courts in our state remained open, Evidence of this Includes our caseload
clearance rate for all cases in 2021, which was 3%,

We thank you In advance for your fair consideration of our request.
Respectiully submitted,

RN

Edwin Keaton
President



State of Arkansas
Office of the Prosecutor Coordinator

323 Center, Suite 750
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Lori Kumpuris
(501) 682-3671/Fax (501) 682-5004 Deputy Prosecutor

Coordinator

September 26, 2022

Independent Citizens Commission
State Capitol Building
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

RE: Arkansas Prosecuting Attorneys
Dear Commissioners:

In anticipation of the Independent Citizens Commission meeting presently scheduled for Friday,
September 30, 2022, | have been authorized by the Prosecution Coordination Commission to request a
cost of living/salary adjustment consistent with any salary adjustment awarded to Arkansas Circuit
Judges.

When the Commission first considered salary adjustments for Arkansas Prosecuting Attorneys,a
decision was made to set the salaries of Division A Prosecuting Attorneys at 95% of the salaries of
Arkansas Circuit Judges. The salaries of Division B Prosecuting Attorneys were set at 8% of Division A
salaries. It is our request that any adjustments continue to maintain these percentages.

A representative will attend the upcoming meeting and be available to answer questions and
provide additional information. The Prosecution Coordination Commission thanks you for considering
our proposal.

Sincerely,

T2V Wtk

Bob McMahan
Prosecutor Coordinator

BM/ti



Supreme -nf Arkmsus

JOHN DAN KEMP JUSTICE BUILDING PHOMNE (S01) SBE-SATI
CHIEF JUSTICE FAM (801) 6834008
GE5 MARSHALL STREET EMAIL john.dan kempsmours.gov

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201

September 15, 2022

Independent Cinzens Commission
State of Arkansas

State Capitol Building

Little Rock, AR 72201

Ree: Request of Arkansas Supreme Court
Dear Commussioners:

I am writing in my capacity as Chief Justice of the Arkansas Supreme Court and on
behalf of the entire Arkansas Judiciary in support of the request for a cost-of-living
adjustment for our state court judges and justices.

In February of this year, due to record inflationary pressures caused by the
pandemic, Governor Hutchinson granted all state employees a 2% wage increase. In May,
responding to the still-rising cost of living. Governor Hutchinson authorized state agencies
to grant an additional 5% merit raise for all employees.

Qur state's judges and their staff have responded admirably to the many changes and
challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. Their perseverance in keeping our
judicial system open and accessible to the citizens of this state despite the obvious health
risks they faced is commendable.

In the past, this Commission has recognized the good work and dedication of our
state’s judges and justices. 1 hope you will favorably consider this request.

Sincerely,




